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           INTRODUCTION  

 Radicals wanted a government which was based on the majority of a 

country's population.   

 Conservative respected the past and resisted the change. But soon after 

the revolution, began to accept the changes.  

 Industrial and social change was a period of economic and social change.  

Men, women and children were pushed into factories on lower wages.  

 Socialist were against the idea of private property. They had  different 

visions of the future. Some demanded that governments must encourage 

cooperative.  Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels added that industrial 

society was capitalist. Whereas, Marx believed that a socialist society 

would free from the workers from capitalism. And then this would 

become a commoner society.  

 The Soviet and Duma leaders formed a provisional government to run 

the country.  

  

  

       Question/ Answers  

         Q1. Who were ‘liberals’?  

        Ans. Liberals were a group of people who wanted a nation which tolerates all religions. 

They also opposed the uncontrolled power of dynastic rulers.  

  

        Q2. Which incident was the immediate cause of 1905 Revolution in Russia?  

         Ans. Bloody Sunday was the incident, where over 100 workers were killed and above 300 

wounded on a Sunday.  



  

  

        Q3. Which countries formed Central powers bloc during World War I?  

      Ans. Germany, Austria,  Hungary and Turkey.  

  

       Q4. Who were ‘kulaks'?  

      Ans. It was the name given to the well-to-do peasants of Russia.  

         

        Q5. What does 'Kolkhoz’ mean?  

        Ans. These were collective farms. Peasants worked on this land and the profit is shared 

amongst them. Those who resisted collectivisation were severely punished.  

  

       Q6. Name the socialist party formed in Russia in 1898 on Marx's ideas.  

      Ans. The Russian Social Democratic Workers Party.  

  

       Q7. Who was ‘father Gapon'? Narrate the events leading to the ‘Bloody Sunday' 

incident and the 1905 revolution.  

      Ans. Father Gapon was the leader of the procession of workers, who marched towards the 

winter palace in St. Petersburg.  

               Events:  

• When this procession of workers reached the Winter Palace, it was attacked by 

the police.  

• Over a 100 workers were killed and about 300 wounded.  

• This incident known as a ‘Bloody Sunday started a series of events leading to 

the 1905 Revolution.  

• Strikes took place, universities close down.  

• Lawyers, doctors and engineers and other middle class workers formed unions 

and demanded constituent assembly.  

  

  

  



  

         Q8. What was the Duma? How far was it successful?  

        Ans. (1)  Duma was an elected legislative body like the Parliament having representatives 

of the third estate.  

                (2) The Tsar dismissed the first Duma within 75 days and the re-elected  Second 

Duma within three months. He did not want any restrictions or reductions in his powers. He 

changed the voting laws and packed the Third Duma with the conservative politicians. Liberals 

and revolutionaries were kept out.  

  

  

     Q9. What was the impact of  World War I on the Russian economy?  

     Ans. (1) Industrial equipments disintegrated more rapidly in Russia than any other  

                    European  Country . 

       (2)   By 1916, railway lines began to break down and all able-bodied men were called to the 

               War. 

       (3). As a result, there were labour shortages and small workshops producing  essential  

               goods were shut down. 

   

 

        Q10. Who was Karl Marx? What was his theory of socialism?  

        Ans. Karl Marx was a communist, who introduced the concept of socialism.  

                 Karl Marx’s  :  

(1) He felt that the industrial society belong to the capitalists.  

(2) Capitalists  owned the capital invested in industries, but the profit was 

produced by workers.   

(3) He believed that the condition of workers would never improve, as long as 

profit is taken by the capitalists.  

(4) Marx believed that to free themselves from the capitalists exploitation, workers 

had to form a socialist society where all property was socially controlled.  

 This would be a communist society.  

              



  

  

  

     Q11. What were the main causes of the Russian Revolution?  

     Ans. Main causes of Russian Revolution were:  

• Autocratic rule of Tsars- In 1914, the Russian Emperor was Tsar Nicholas II. 

He fought a number of wars to expand his empire in the north and West in 

Europe. He had borne the expenditure of War by taxing the common people of 

Russia.  

  

• Conditions of peasants- Majority of the Russians were agriculturalists. Major 

part of the land was owned by nobles and clergy and these peasants worked as 

farmers on daily wages. They were paid less and worked more and sometimes 

under debt, they were not even paid wages.   

  

  

Status of industries - Industry was found in pockets. Prominent industrial areas 

were St. Petersburg and Moscow. Craftsman undertook much of the production, 

but large factories existed alongside crafts workshops. Foreign investment in 

industries increased with the extension of Russia's railway network.  

  

• Conditions of workers in the industries- Most industries were owned by private 

industrialists. Though the government supervised factories working hours and 

wages of the workers, but still rules were broken. Women workers were also paid 

less than men. Some workers formed association to help members in times of 

unemployment and financial hardships.  

  

   Q12. State the main events leading to the February revolution in Petrograd. 

   Ans. (1) All the workers quarters and factories were located on the right Bank of the river 

Neva. On the left Bank were the fashionable areas, the Winter Palace, official buildings and the 

palace where Duma met.  

(2) In February 1917, there was severe food shortage in workers quarters. On 22 February, a 

lockout took place at a factory leading to a strike by the workers.  

(3) In other factories also, workers went on strikes and women lead the way to the strikes. This 

came to be called, ‘The International Women’s Day’.   



(4) The workers ultimately crossed the river and surrounded the official buildings in protest.  

(5) The government imposed a curfew and called out the cavalry and police to keep a check on 

them.  

  

     Q13. What was the result of February revolution?  

     Ans. On Sunday the 25 February, the government suspended the Duma. Demonstrations 

returned back on the streets of the left bank. People raised slogans about bread, wages, better 

hours and democracy. The government tried to control the situation by calling the army but the 

cavalry refused to fire at the demonstrators. Now soldiers also joined workers and had all 

gathered to form a Council called the ‘Soviet’. This was the Petrograd Soviet.  

       The very next day, a delegation went to see the Tsar and advised him to accept defeat. He 

decided to abdicate on 2 March and the Soviet leaders and the Duma leaders formed a 

Provisional Government. New Russia’s future would be decided by the Constituent Assembly, 

elected on the basis of universal adult franchise. Petrograd let the February revolution that 

brought down the monarchy in February 1970.  

  

  

 Q14. Which events led to the October Revolution of 1917  in Russia?             

Ans. Following events led to the October Revolution of 1917 in Russia:-  

(1) A conflict between the Provisional Government and the Bolsheviks as Lenin 

feared that the Provisional Government may set up a dictatorship.  

(2) The uprising began on 24 October and Kerensky the Prime Minister left the city 

to call troops.   

(3) In a Swift response, the Military Revolutionary Committee ordered its supporters 

to seize government offices and arrest ministers.   

(4) By nightfall, the city was under the Committee’s control and the ministers had 

surrendered.   

(5) Uprisings took place in other cities. There was heavy fighting but by December, 

the Bolsheviks controlled the Moscow- Petrograd area.  

  

    Q15. Write a short note on Stalin's Collectivization programme.  

      Ans. (1)  The town in Soviet Russia were facing an acute problem of grain supplies by 

1927-28.  The investigation of the problem was done by Stalin at that time, as he was the leader.  



(2) He introduced some emergency images regarding it. Stalin’s collectivisation measure 

programme in 1929 was one of these measures. All the farmers were forced to cultivate in 

collective farms ( Kolkhoz)  under this programme.  

(3) The profit or the produce from a collective farm was shared among the farmers who 

worked on the land. However, the farmers who refused to work collectively were severely 

punished.           

(4) Stalin’s government did not allow some of the cultivators to to work independently but 

they were treated  sympathetically.   

(5) Stalin collectivisation programme had adverse consequences; the production did not 

increase immediately in the collective harvesting led to one of the worst famines in the Soviet 

history in 1930-33.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

          

  

  

  


